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him to Rome, where Giovanni speedily distinguished himself
by numerous quarrels and equally numerous deeds of biavery;
one of these latter is depicted on the wall of the Sab di Gio-
vanni delle Bande Nere, in the Palazzo Vecchio, shoeing
him, when a band of the Orsini tried to take him prisoner,
forcing his way through them with only ten soldiers. During
this time we find Lucrezia Salviati writing to him as a mother
to her son, and giving him much good advice. In the following
year, when Jie was eighteen, Giovanni at last obtained that
which had been the desire of his heart from his earliest yeais,
and was given by the Pope command of a troop of a hundred
cavalry, and saw his first campaign, he and his troops being
sent as part of the force despatched by Pope Leo to attack
Urbino, under the command of the Pope's nephew Lorenzo,
who had become ruler of Florence.

In this campaign Giovanni showed so many valuable
qualities as a leader that he was soon advanced to a larger
command He manifested from the very first all those qualities
which most endear a commander to those whom he leads in
war, and in a very short time his soldiers idolised him. And
there was some one else who idolised him too, namely, his
guardian's sensible and good-hearted daughter, Maria Sal-
viati, who had grown up with him, and knew all his aspirations,
and worshipped this fine young soldier who loved her and was
so rapidly winning distinction. So in November 1516, when
Giovanni came back from his first campaign, they were mar-
ried, he being then a little over eighteen and she seventeen.
By this marriage the two branches of the Medici family were
united, Maria's mother being a great-granddaughter of
Cosimo Pater Patriae, and Giovanni a great-grandson of
Cosimo's brother Lorenzo.

But not for long did Giovanni remain encircled by the silken
cords of love. He was soon back again with his troops, and
seeking fighting wherever it was to be found. Nor did he even
confine himself to land operations; once, when there was no
fighting to be done on land, he managed to get three small